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copies, I am ohliged to transmit to you my duplicates for England open for
your perusal and request you will, afterwards, forward them by the Walpole.
2.    By the conclusion of those advices you will observe that I had reason
to think that all military operations were at an end in this Province, and that
we might return to the Coast leaving a suitable force for the defence of the
Companys estate here.   Accordingly the 24th February I addressed Admiral
Watsbn on the subject, copy of which letter  and his answer  are inclosed.
Though the large ships were intended to remain here till September, I hoped
to prevail on him to let the King's troops proceed on the 20 gun ship and
sloop and, as soon as I saw the execution of the Nabob's engagements in some
forwardness, I intended to have followed with the grenadier company, half
the train and half the seepoys embarked on the Marlbro* and Protector.
3.    Fresh difficulties have been dayly started about the neutrality with
the French which has occasioned it to remain unconcluded to this time*   How-
ever, the articles were at last drawn up and sent to Admiral Watson for his
approval, and it was expected that every thing would have been concluded
to day; but in a letter just now received from the Admiral, he refuses to agree
to any neutrality till the articles return ratified from Pondicherry which I
imagine will put a stop to the whole negotiation and make us think of other
measures for settling the affairs of this Province.
4.    It is sometime since we had letters from the Nabob or even from
Mr. Watts who attends the Durbar which leaves one at a loss how far the
articles of the treaty have been fulfilled.   As I had last night the pleasure
of hearing that the Mamooda was already arrived in the river and that the
Revenge and Orissa with the French prize taken on the Malabar Coast were at
Ballasore I shall always be able to force a compliance from the Nabob should
there be a necessity for it.   My concern is that by this uncertainty of Ms
ready performance of the articles, I can take no measures for the immediate
return of part of the troops to the Coast though the season is so far advanced.
A few days I think must set the matter in a clear light, and I hope time
enough will be left me, in this monsoon, to dispatch to you whatever men
can possibly be spared from hence.   Should my hopes of a passage by sea
be frustrated, I imagine a march from Ballasore to Vizagapatum might be
effected.   In my present situation, I can only assure you that I am perfectly
sensible of the necessity of our speedy return and that whatever is practicable
with prudence shall not be unattempted on my part.
5.    I have had occasion to make several promotions among the officers, of
which a list [is] enclosed, and I flatter myself they will meet with your approval
and confirmation.   Captain Maskelyne and Lieutt. Brooke, being in an ill
state of health, have leave to return to the Coast on this ship.
6.    Inclosed  are the Paymaster's  accounts for January,  also first  [one]
bill of exchange on the paymaster] of the King's regiment at Fort St. George
for Arcot rupees 3500 advanced to Capt. Nics. Weller for subsistance to the
King's troops on this expedition.
7* The seepoys being desirous of remitting some money for the main-
tenance of their families on the Coast, I have given bills on the President and
Council of Fort St, George for Arcot rupees 6945 im favor of Purbudsing